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going up to a fueling station. And they’ll be 
able to have choices to choose from. Got a 
hydrogen-powered car, you’ll be able to have 
that choice. If you want 85 percent, maybe 
someday 100 percent ethanol, that will be 
an option available too. 

We owe it to the American people to be 
aggressive on price gouging now. We owe 
it to the American people to be promoting 
alternative ways to drive their car so as to 
make us less dependent on foreign sources 
of oil. We owe it to the American people 
to be aggressive in the use of technology so 
we can diversify away from the hydrocarbon 
society. And that’s precisely what we’re 
doing, and I’m glad to stand with you. 

I appreciate your work for the United 
States of America. Thank you for letting me 
come by and talk to you, and may God bless 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at the 
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Bob Dineen, president and chief 
executive officer, Renewable Fuels Association; 
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; and President Jalal Talabani, Speaker of Par-
liament Mahmoud al-Mashhadani, and Prime 
Minister-designate Jawad al-Maliki of Iraq. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Briefing on the 
War on Terror 
April 25, 2006 

I want to thank the leadership of the 
United States Senate for joining me today. 
We have just been briefed from Baghdad 
about the formation of the unity Govern-
ment. Not everybody around this table has 
agreed with certain aspects of this war on 
Iraq, but all of us agree that the formation 
of the unity Government is a very important 
moment in the history of a new Iraq. 

I want to thank the Members for their 
strong support of our diplomatic mission and 
the United States military, who are engaged 
in heroic efforts to help this young country 
succeed. We’re on our way to victory. 

We’ve got more work to do. But the peo-
ple—our troops need to know, and those 

working in the field need to know, there is 
a bipartisan desire for us to be successful in 
this very important theater in the war on ter-
ror. 

I want to thank you, Senators, for coming. 
I appreciate your time. Thank you for your 
interest in this vital subject. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:24 p.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 

Remarks on Presenting the 
Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the 
United States Naval Academy 
Midshipmen 
April 25, 2006 

Thank you. Be seated. Welcome to the 
White House. For you Navy fans, it’s wel-
come to the White House again. [Laughter] 
I am so honored to welcome the Midshipmen 
from the United States Naval Academy here 
to the Rose Garden, and I congratulate you 
for winning your third straight Commander 
in Chief Trophy. 

I also want to announce that Coach John-
son is now a member of the White House 
Frequent Visitors Club. [Laughter] 

I appreciate, like a lot of Americans, the 
football rivalry between our military acad-
emies. It’s truly one of the country’s great 
traditions. 

This season the Midshipmen have pretty 
well handled that rivalry in good shape, set 
a good standard by winning their games 
against the Air Force and the Army. But the 
greatest achievement for the Midshipmen 
will be when they join their counterparts 
from West Point and Colorado Springs to 
help us win the war on terror. So we’re glad 
you all are here. 

I’m particularly pleased to see members 
of the Naval Academy Board of Visitors who 
are also in the United States Congress, start-
ing with Congressman Steny Hoyer. Thank 
you for coming, Steny. Congressman Mike 
McIntyre, proudly wearing that Navy hat; 
Congressman John Kline; as well, we have 
Congressman Ben Cardin. Thank you all for 
coming—proud you’re here. 
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I appreciate the Secretary of the Navy Don 
Winter is with us. Mr. Secretary, thank you 
for coming. Admiral Ed Giambastiani—and 
for those of you who don’t speak English too 
well, we call him Admiral G—happens to be 
the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and a fine man. 

Vice Admiral—I mean, Admiral Mike 
Mullen, Chief of Naval Operations; we’re 
proud you’re here, Admiral Mullen. Thanks 
for the job you’re doing. As well as Vice Ad-
miral Rod Rempt. Rod, it’s good to see you. 
Thank you for your service. 

I appreciate the members of the Naval 
Academy football team who are here. I thank 
the members of the Naval Academy coaching 
staff who are here, particularly the head 
coach who seems to have done a pretty good 
job, might deserve a little pay raise if I might 
make a suggestion, you know what I’m say-
ing? [Laughter] I don’t know if you agree 
with that or not, Coach? Yes. [Laughter] 

This team is a source of great pride for 
the brigade of Midshipmen and Navy fans 
everywhere. It will hold a special place in 
Navy football history. Nothing like making 
history. 

This team showed great resilience. After 
losing its first two games in heartbreaking 
fashion, the team went on to win 8 of the 
next 10, and 5 of those were come-from-be-
hind wins. 

It took a little bit to be a Navy fan this 
year, a little patience, a little faith. But the 
faith paid off. The Poinsettia Bowl victory in 
San Diego was the first time a Navy team 
has ever won bowl games in back-to-back 
years. And we congratulate you for that feat. 
Pretty good deal to win big bowls and study 
hard and prepare to serve your Nation. 

I appreciate the fact that the Navy offense 
led the nation in rushing. And second place 
to the Navy rushing record was the mighty 
Texas Longhorn team—[laughter]—whose 
offensive lineman only weighed about 40 
pounds per person more. 

Seniors on this team have led one of the 
most dramatic turnarounds in college foot-
ball history. Navy has won 26 games in the 
past 3 seasons after winning just 3 games dur-
ing the previous 3 years. The seniors are the 
sixth class in Academy history to have beaten 
Army all 4 years. 

The lessons learned on the football field 
are preparing you all well for your next mis-
sion, which is winning the war against the 
terrorists. Every player on this team works 
hard to win on Saturday afternoons, but like 
the rest of your Midshipmen, your top pri-
ority is preparing to defend this Nation. 

The thing I appreciate about the folks here 
is that when it came time to serve our coun-
try, they said, ‘‘I volunteer to serve. I recog-
nize there’s something more important than 
life, than serving myself. I want to serve my 
nation.’’ And for that the American people 
are really grateful. 

The leadership and discipline and team-
work you have learned not only on the field 
of play but at the Naval Academy will serve 
you well as you become commissioned offi-
cers in the world’s finest military. And I as-
sure you, and I know the Members of Con-
gress assure you, we intend to keep our mili-
tary the world’s finest military. 

This Nation is at war, a war we are going 
to win. And many of your teammates are 
serving and sacrificing at this very hour. And 
we send our prayers and best wishes to them. 
I appreciate the service of people like Marine 
First Lieutenant Brian Stann, a former Navy 
linebacker who was awarded the Silver Star 
last month for his actions and his bravery in 
Iraq. 

Today, there are sailors and marines who 
are leading vital missions in Afghanistan and 
in Iraq and around the world. Graduates 
from the Naval Academy patrol the world’s 
oceans to keep deadly weapons out of the 
hands of the terrorists and are maintaining 
America’s command of the seas. 

You protect our Nation, and equally im-
portantly, you’re laying the foundation of 
peace for a generation of Americans to come. 
And so we’re here to first and foremost honor 
a really fine football team and present the 
Commander in Chief Trophy. But as well, 
we pay tribute to men and women who wear 
the uniform of the United States and say 
thank you from the bottom of our collective 
hearts for protecting us. 

My God bless the Midshipmen, and may 
God continue to bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Paul Johnson, head coach, U.S. 
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Naval Academy football team; and Vice Adm. 
Rodney P. Rempt, USN, superintendent, U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Members of the Senate 

April 25, 2006 

I want to thank the Members of the 
United States Senate for joining on a very 
important discussion, and the discussion was 
how to get a comprehensive immigration bill 
out of the United States Senate. 

I will report to the American people that 
there is a common desire to have a bill that 
enforces the border, a bill that has interior 
enforcement—in other words, a bill that will 
hold people to account for hiring somebody 
who is here illegally but a bill that also recog-
nizes we must have a temporary-worker pro-
gram, a bill that does not grant automatic 
amnesty to people but a bill that says, some-
body who is working here on a legal basis 
has the right to get in line to become a cit-
izen. 

I thank the Members, both Republicans 
and Democrats, for taking on this really hard, 
hard assignment. It’s important that we re-
form a system that is not working. It’s impor-
tant that we uphold the values of the United 
States of America. It’s important that we 
treat people with dignity. 

And I strongly believe that we have a 
chance to get an immigration bill that is com-
prehensive in nature to my desk before the 
end of this year. 

And again, I want to thank both the Re-
publicans and Democrats for the spirit of 
hard work. I particularly want to thank Sen-
ator Kennedy and Senator McCain for taking 
the lead on this important bill on the floor 
of the United States Senate. And I assured 
the Members that I look forward to working 
with them as they try to get a bill out of 
the Senate by Memorial Day and into con-
ference. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Request for Additional Funds To 
Support Recovery Efforts in the Gulf 
Coast 
April 25, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
To provide additional resources to assist 

the greater New Orleans region to continue 
its recovery from the devastation of Hurri-
cane Katrina, I ask the Congress to consider 
the enclosed requests for an additional $2.2 
billion for the Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps), which is in addition to amounts re-
quested on February 16th. This additional 
amount is offset by a $2.2 billion reduction 
in the amount requested on February 16th 
for the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s Disaster Relief Fund. 

The revised Corps request, which now to-
tals $3.7 billion, replaces the previous supple-
mental request for the Corps that was sub-
mitted on February 16th. This revised re-
quest supports the Administration’s commit-
ment to further enhance the levee system in 
parts of the New Orleans area to meet Fed-
eral 100-year standards of protection. 

I designate these proposals in the amounts 
requested herein as an emergency require-
ment. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Acting Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

Executive Order 13399—Blocking 
Property of Additional Persons in 
Connection With the National 
Emergency With Respect to Syria 
April 25, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), section 5 of the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act, as amended (22 U.S.C. 287c) 
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